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Recent reviews of The Elvi and Indestructible Suit:

ELVI, Indestructible Suit (LCRC)


“It's been quite a while since bands like Handsome, Quicksand, and Helmet topped the college radio world with their stop-start, harmonically distorted riffing and gritty, soul-bearing compositions. But outta sight hardly means outta mind, since a whole generation of bands have been influenced by the aforementioned riff rockers.  A band like the Elvi (think the plural of "Elvis") has certainly taken inspiration from those bands, as evidenced by the sweaty, clangy, minimally produced Indestructible Suit. The album undoubtedly keeps the Helmet dream alive, injecting it with a goofy yet young n' hungry vibe. The Chicago-based foursome - decked out in black suits in the liner notes - employs kitschy lyrics, brimming with inside joke type of references that make you wonder just who ate a Southwestern Death Omelette [sic] or ordered X-ray specs from a catalog, all sung over spirited chords that would make any self-respecting punk rocker proud. Tense barnburners include "Emily, Let's Go," the title track, and "Too Lame for TV." Proceed to rock out with your um, you-know-what, out.” -Amy Sciarretto, CMJ, March 18, 2002.
". . .One of my most distinct musical memories of the year came at a CRC show celebrating the release of our second compilation CD, and watching The Elvi perform. I had never previously heard of the group, but their all-too short set blew me away. The singer could sing, the band could play their instruments, and best of all, there was an energy and feeling of excitement in the air as they played. The band ended their set by diving off the stage at the Double Door and rolling around on the floor continuing to rock all the while. It gave me a nice feeling, one I used to have at shows throughout the night and not just when the headliner took the stage. It made me feel positive that rock music is finally heading in the right direction, and that the best may actually be yet to come." -The Bossman, CRC Pulse magazine, Winter 2002.
“Hailing from the ever-growing Lake County music scene, The Elvi offer fast, to the point rock that combines clever lyrics with guitar oriented songs on their debut album Indestructible Suit. An eleven-song effort, The Elvi have left off the filler, making an enjoyable listen all the way through.

The album opens with one of the strongest tracks on the album, "X-Ray Specs," a song about getting ripped off by ordering a pair of supposedly X-ray glasses. From there, The Elvi continue relaying a tale in each song, with music that seems custom fit for the accompanying narrative. On "Emily Let's Go," maturity is found after the party ends, ("This party is over...this is what grown-up feels like?") And on "Too Lame for TV," the freaks and degenerates of daytime television are pleaded with to deal with their problems in a private forum.

The Elvi have made a record that upon first listen can sound all over the place: aggressive, catchy, punk and poppy all at once. But at it's most basic, Indestructible Suit is purely guitar driven rock that tells a story. And there's nothing wrong with that.”
-Porn Star, of WKQX Chicago’s Local 101 radio show, April 2002.

"The Elvi [have] been delivering [their] own blend of intricate, heavy and humorous rock in Lake County, Ill., for years, and the result is an amazing, energetic live show. . .

The album is energetic, entertaining, humorous and often tiring. I’ve got blisters on my feet and holes in my soles from all the toe tapping this album forced me to do.

                “Indestructible Suit” is a breath of fresh air, countering the overproduced MTV drivel with good old-fashioned, honest rock ‘n’ roll music."

-Excerpted from a review by Tom Spino, in Northern Illinois University's Northern Star newspaper, Jan. 31, 2002.
